
 

Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Tarim Bilimleri Dergisi)                                     2024, 30 (2) : 255 – 262                                                                         DOI: 10.15832/ankutbd.1329956 
 

 

Journal of Agricultural Sciences 

(Tarim Bilimleri Dergisi)  
 

J Agr Sci-Tarim Bili 
e-ISSN: 2148-9297 

jas.ankara.edu.tr  
 

 

Nematicidal Activity of Various Aqueous Extracts against Root-Knot Nematodes 

(Meloidogyne chitwoodi) 
  

Ece B. KASAPOĞLU ULUDAMARa*  
a
Çukurova University, Faculty of Agriculture, Department of Plant Protection, 01330, Sarıçam, Adana, TÜRKİYE 

 
ARTICLE INFO  
Research Article  

Corresponding Author: Ece B. KASAPOĞLU ULUDAMAR, E-mail: ecekasapoglu@gmail.com 
Received: 21 July 2023 / Revised: 17 October 2023 / Accepted: 22 October 2023 / Online: 26 March 2024 

 
Cite this article 
Kasapoğlu Uludamar E B (2024). Nematicidal Activity of Various Aqueous Extracts against Root-Knot Nematodes (Meloidogyne chitwoodi). Journal of Agricultural Sciences 
Tarim Bilimleri Dergisi, 30(2):255-262. DOI: 10.15832/ankutbd.1329956 

 

ABSTRACT 
In this study, the effects of twelve aqueous extracts on the hatching and 

mortality of second-stage juveniles (J2s) of Meloidogyne chitwoodi were 

evaluated under in vitro and growth chamber conditions in 2020-2021. 

The mortality of the J2s increased with the increasing exposure time and 

concentration for all extracts. Maximum mortality was observed in 50% 

of all aqueous extracts. Up to 100% maximum mortality was observed in 

10% of extracts of Anethum graveolens (100%), Eruca sativa (100%), 

Ficus carica (100%), Juglans regia (100%), Melia azedarach (100%), 

Mentha piperita (100%), Vitex agnus-castus (98%), Asphodelus aestivus 

(96.4%), Eucalyptus camaldulensis (95.6%) after 24 hours and minimum 

mortality was found in 1% of extracts of Laurus nobilis (6.6%) after 6 

hours. Moreover, maximum suppression of hatching was found at 64.2%, 

61.0%, and 59.4% with extract of A. aestivus, Nerium oleander, and V. 

agnus-castus after 7 days, respectively.  

 

The pot experiments showed that the gall index was the lowest in soils 

treated with Ficus carica, Nerium oleander, Laurus nobilis, Eucalyptus 

camaldulensis and Zingiber officinale extracts. The chemical composition 

of five aqueous extracts was analysed using gas chromatography-mass 

spectrometry (GC-MS), and the main components of five aqueous 

extracts were identified as eucalyptol, 2-methoxy-6,10-dimethyl-dodeca-

2E,6Z,10Z-trienoic acid, 12-acetoxy-, dihydroedulan II and α-

Zingiberene. The study confirms the potential of mainly L. nobilis, E. 

camaldulensis, F. carica, Z. officinale and N. oleander extracts for the 

formulation of new products for controlling M. chitwoodi
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1. Introduction 
 

Plant-parasitic nematodes cause 12.6% of global crop yield loss which is equivalent to an estimated 157 billion dollars per year 

(Nicol et al. 2011; Das et al. 2021; Marin-Bruzos et al. 2021). In particular, root-knot nematodes (Meloidogyne spp.) have a large 

host plant spectrum and cause low crop yields. They rapidly reproduce under favourable conditions, and the increment of the 

population causes low crop yields (Perry et al. 2009). Over the years, researchers have developed a variety of cultural, 

mechanical, and chemical applications to control root-knot nematodes (Sharma et al. 2020). Nematicides can be effectively used 

to prevent crop losses from plant-parasitic nematodes. Chemical nematicides are still the most effective means of plant-parasitic 

nematode control. However, intensive nematicide use destroys beneficial microorganisms in the soil; therefore, nematicide usage 

is neither a healthy nor an economical solution for growers. In order to overcome these problems, it is crucial to adopt effective 

and environmentally friendly methods to control nematodes (Nolling & Becker 1994). One such practice would be the use of 

plant extracts that have nematicidal properties (Aydınlı & Mennan 2014). The flowers, shoots, and leaves of Nerium oleander 

L. have been shown to have nematicidal effects on Meloidogyne javanica (Treub 1885; Chitwood 1949; Moosavi 2012). Plant 

crude extracts have a potential nematicidal effect against M. incognita (Sithole et al. 2021).  

 

Columbia root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne chitwoodi Golden et al. 1980 is one of the most widespread root-knot nematodes 

that infect potatoes, vegetables, wheat, corn, tomatoes, alfalfa, and numerous weeds (Evlice & Bayram 2019). For this reason, a 

few nematicides should be applied at each cropping season. Currently, research on alternative methods to nematicide is primarily 

focused on plant extracts and their components. The effect of plant extracts and essential oils in controlling plant-parasitic 

nematodes is well documented (D’Addabbo et al. 2020). However, few studies have been published on the control of M. 

chitwoodi using plant extracts (Golec 2019). The study focused on the effects of aqueous extracts on the control of Meloidogyne 

chitwoodi, one of the most widespread root-knot nematodes that infects numerous crops worldwide. The study evaluated the 

efficacy of the extracts in vitro and pot experiments and analysed five of the extracts using gas chromatography-mass 

spectrometry (GC-MS). The results showed that certain plant extracts had significant nematicidal effects on M. chitwoodi, and 

these extracts could be potentially used as alternatives to synthetic nematicides. 

about:blank
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2. Material and Methods 
 

2.1. Nematode cultures 

 

Meloidogyne chitwoodi was initially isolated from infested potato tubers collected from Niğde province (Devran et al. 2009). To 

obtain the pure culture, 20 egg masses were handpicked using forceps and then surface-sterilized. The egg masses were then 

inoculated onto four-leaf stage tomato seedlings (Cüsseli F1) and the plants were grown for 8 weeks in a growth chamber at 

23±1 °C (Hussey & Barker 1973). After 8 weeks, egg masses were collected from the infested tomato roots. 

 

2.2. Preparation of aqueous extracts of plant materials 

 

The plant species were harvested from (March-June) 2019-2020 in the Adana and Hatay provinces. Rhizome (Zingiber 

officinale), whole plants (Anethum graveolens), and leaves (other plants) were cut, washed with tap water, and then dried in an 

oven at 60 °C for 72 h (Abbas et al. 2009). The dried plants were ground with a blender and the plants powder stored in a glass 

bottle at 4 °C. For the preparation of aqueous extracts, 100 g powder was added to 900 mL distilled water, and thoroughly mixed 

on a shaker for 4 h. The suspension was then filtered with muslin cloth and then centrifuged at 5,000 rpm for 15 min. The 

resulting supernatant was collected and stored at 4 °C in opaque bottles until used as stock solutions (Elbadri et al. 2008; Abbas 

et al. 2009; Oka et al. 2012). With these stock solutions, dilutions of 1%, 2.5%, 5%, and 10% were prepared by adding the 

necessary amount of sterile distilled water.  

 

2.3. Effect of aqueous extracts on juveniles mortality 

 

To test for juvenile mortality, J2s were exposed for 6, 12, and 24 h to the 12 extracts at 1%, 2.5%, 5%, and 10% concentrations. 

The effect of plant extracts was evaluated in 96-well plate using suspensions of 100 J2/mL in distilled water at 22 °C. Distilled 

water was used as a control. The experiments included five replicates of each treatment. The mortality of the J2s was evaluated 

based on the number of dead nematodes observed under a microscope. The viability of the nematodes was determined using a 

needle. 

 

2.4. Effect of aqueous extracts on egg hatching 

 

Hatching was assessed after 24 h, 72 h, and 7 d in 10% concentration of plant extracts using five egg masses of the same age 

(Moosavi 2012). This method was used because better results were obtained at a concentration of 10%. The experiments included 

four replicates of each treatment, including control with distilled water, and were incubated at 21-22 °C in a growth chamber.  

 

2.5. Effect of aqueous extracts on Meloidogyne chitwoodi in pot experiments 

 

Experiments were set up in the growth chamber. Tomato (Cüsseli F1) seedlings at the four-leaf stage were grown in a one-kg 

capacity with autoclaved soil and 2,000 newly hatched J2s of M. chitwoodi were inoculated (Elbadri et al. 2009). Then, 100 mL 

of each plant extract was added to the soil. The negative control was distilled water, the positive control included nematodes 

only. Each treatment was replicated four times, and pots were arranged in a completely randomized design. The inoculated plants 

were placed in a growth room at 23 °C±1, 60±10% RH, and 16:8 h L:D photoperiod and watered regularly for 8 weeks. The 

plant roots were evaluated according to the 0-5 gall index (Hartman & Sasser 1985). Additionally, the fresh and dry weights of 

roots and plant height were measured according to Aydınlı & Mennan (2014). 

 

2.6. Data analysis 

 

All experiments in the study were were repeated twice. The data were analysed using one-way ANOVA (SPSS version 25) and 

the means were separated using Duncan's multiple range test. The pooled data from the in vitro and nematode data from the in-

pot experiments were Arcsin and Ln (x+1) transformed for the homogenize error variances. Additionally, repeated measures 

ANOVA was used to determine the relation with time, plant species and concentration. The relative suppression rate was 

calculated as illustrated in Equation 1 (Yang et al. 2016). 

 

=
𝑅𝑒𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒 𝑠𝑢𝑝𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒 (%) 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐽2 𝑖𝑛 𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑧𝑒𝑑 𝑤𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑟 −  𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐽2 𝑖𝑛 𝑟𝑜𝑜𝑡 𝑒𝑥𝑢𝑑𝑎𝑡𝑒

𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐽2 𝑖𝑛 𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑧𝑒𝑑 𝑤𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑟
𝑥100 

                                                              

(1) 

 

2.7. Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) 

 

The composition of Laurus nobilis L. (Laurales: Lauraceae), Eucalyptus camaldulensis Dehnh (Rosids: Myrtaceae), Ficus carica 

L. (Rosales: Moraceae), Nerium oleander (Gentianales: Apocynaceae), Zingiber officinale (Zingiberales: Zingiberaceae) was 

analysed by GC-MS. The Agilent Brand 7890B, GC 7010B MS system was used for the GC-MS analysis. Using the solid phase 

micro extraction (SPME) method, 3 mL of plant extract was placed in a 20 mL vial, and kept at 50 °C for 10 min. Then, samples 

were adsorbed for 30 min using the SPME apparatus 50/30 µm fiber coated with divinylbenzene/carboxene/polydimethylsiloxane 
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(DVB/CAR/PDMS) Agilent. DB-Wax (60 m x 0.25 mm i.d. x 0.25 μm; J&W Scientific-Folsom, USA) was then injected into 

the capillary column by desorbing for 5 min. At first, the injection temperature was kept at 250 °C, column ove n temperature 

was kept at 40 °C for 4 min, after which the temperature was increased at a rate of 3 °C/min to 90 °C. It was then increased 

at a rate of 4 °C/min up to 130 °C for 4 min.  

 

3. Results and Discussion 
 

Plants produce phytochemicals that provide significant defense against pathogenic organisms and pests. The present study 

investigated the effects of twelve plants on Melodiogyne chitwoodi. Few plant extract studies have been written on the subject 

of M. chitwoodi and, for this reason, this study seeks to provide new analyses and data. Plant extracts were tested for suppression 

of egg hatching, mortality of juveniles and growth of tomato plants inoculated with M. chitwoodi. The plants’ chemical 

components which have the most suppressive effect were determined by GC-MS. The results indicated that aqueous extracts of 

F. carica resulted in 100% mortality of J2s at 1% concentration after 12 h under laboratory conditions. The best concentration 

was found in 10% of all plants.  

 

3.1. Effect of aqueous extracts on the mortality of juveniles 

 

Table 1 shows the1% and 2.5% mortality of the J2s for the various extracts while Table 2 presents the 5% and 10% mortality 

of the J2s for the various extracts. In all treatments, the mortality of the J2 increased with increasing exposure time. All plant 

extracts showed higher mortality with 24 h exposure compared to 12 h. After 24 h, more than 50% nematode mortality was 

induced by 2.5% concentration of all plant extracts. Complete mortality was observed after 12 h with 1% extracts of F. carica. 

Additionally, the most effective concentration and exposure time of plant extracts were those of 10% concentration and after 

24 h. 

 
Table 1- Effects of aqueous extracts on mortality of second-stage juveniles (J2) of Meloidogyne chitwoodi* (1% and 2.5%) 

 

Conc. % 1% 2.50% 

Exposure time 6 h 12 h 24 h 6 h 12 h 24 h 

Control 1.6±0.5g 19.0±0.7g 28.6±0.9j 1.6±0.5h 19.0±0.7g 28.6±0.9i 

Anethum graveolens L. 10.8±1.2de 38.6±1.2c 48.4±1.3f 18.2±1.8f 48.2±0.8d 76.4±0.7d 

Asphodelus aestivus Brot. 7.4±1.5ef 45.2±1.0b 60.6±0.9d 16.2±1.4f 51.6±0.9c 72.4±1.3e 

Eruca sativa Mill 13.2±1.0d 35.2±1.5d 53.4±1.4e 22.2±1.3de 51.6±0.7c 75.8±0.8d 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Dehnh 
13.8±0.9d 35.0±0.9d 48.8±1.2f 23.8±1.3cd 41.2±1.6e 64.0±0.8f 

Ficus carica L. 51.4±1.0a 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 94.6±0.5a 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 

Juglans regia L. 22.2±1.3b 40.6±1.5c 57.8±1.2d 25.4±1.2bcd 75.4±1.0b 94.8±0.4b 

Laurus nobilis L. 6.6±1.2f 31.8±1.2de 38.2±0.9i 9.6±0.9g 34.8±0.9f 54.0±0.9h 

Melia azedarach L. 11.2±1.6d 41.4±1.4c 69.6±1.2b 17.8±1.1f 49.2±0.7cd 81.0±1.1c 

Mentha piperita L. 21.0±1.1bc 44.8±1.4b 63.8±1.0c 28.2±1.5b 51.0±1.1cd 80.8±0.7c 

Nerium oleander L. 10.6±0.9de 24.0±1.0f 44.0±1.1gh 18.8±1.1ef 35.0±1.2f 60.8±0.8g 

Vitex agnus-castus L. 18.6±1.6c 30.0±1.0e 42.6±1.4h 26.4±0.9bc 35.6±1.0f 65.0±1.3f 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 12.2±1.0d 32.4±1.3de 46.4±0.9fg 18.4±1.1f 39.6±1.1e 60.4±0.9g 

 

*: Means followed by the same letters within columns are not significantly different according to Duncan test at P<0.05. The results are expressed as mean ± 

standard error 
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Table 2- Effects of aqueous extracts on mortality of second-stage juveniles (J2) of Meloidogyne chitwoodi* (5% and 10%) 

 

Conc. % 5% 10% 

Exposure time 6 h 12 h 24 h 6 h 12 h 24 h 

Control 1.6±0.5i 19.0±0.7h 28.6±0.9i 1.6±0.5h 19.0±0.7h 28.6±0.9f 

Anethum graveolens L. 26.4±1.3de 56.0±1.0d 89.2±0.9d 33.2±0.9e 64.2±1.3d 100±0.0a 

Asphodelus aestivus Brot. 18.6±1.6g 57.4±0.9d 81.4±0.8f 58.2±1.4b 90.0±0.8c 96.4±0.6c 

Eruca sativa Mill 25.0±0.9ef 68.0±1.0c 87.6±0.5d 28.2±0.7f 89.4±0.7c 100±0.0a 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Dehnh 
29.2±0.9cd 50.6±1.0e 84.4±0.6e 32.8±0.7e 55.6±1.2f 95.6±0.4c 

Ficus carica L. 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 100±0.0a 

Juglans regia L. 37.2±0.9b 88.2±1.2b 100±0.0a 45.0±0.8c 95.0±0.7b 100±0.0a 

Laurus nobilis L. 14.8±0.9h 38.2±1.0g 62.4±1.1h 19.8±1.1g 45.2±1.2g 79.8±0.9e 

Melia azedarach L. 23.2±1.2f 55.6±0.9d 94.6±0.7c 27.4±0.9f 59.2±1.4ef 100±0.0a 

Mentha piperita L. 35.0±1.2b 55.6±0.7d 98.2±0.6b 38.0±0.7d 62.8±1.2de 100±0.0a 

Nerium oleander L. 25.4±0.9ef 47.8±0.9ef 75.6±0.7g 29.8±1.0f 62.6±1.5de 86.8±0.9d 

Vitex agnus-castus L. 31.6±1.1c 54.4±1.2d 84.6±0.8e 37.2±0.8d 65.2±0.9d 97.6±0.7b 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 27.8±0.7de 46.4±0.9f 73.8±1.0g 29.4±1.2f 56.6±1.7f 88.6±0.9d 

 

*: Means followed by the same letters within columns are not significantly different according to Duncan test at P<0.05. The results are expressed as mean ± 
standard error 

 

3.2. Effect of aqueous extracts on the egg hatching 

 

All tested samples were found to increase and decrease the egg hatching rate in egg masses of M. chitwoodi compared to the 

control group (distilled water). The extract from Asphodelus aestivus had the highest effect on the hatching at all times and 

reduced egg hatching by 64.2% at the end of the seventh day. This was followed by Nerium oleander, Vitex agnus-castus, and 

Anethum graveolens with 61%, 59.4%, and 53.6% respectively. The lowest effect was found in the M. azedarach extract with 

15.2% at the end of the seventh day. The results are presented in and Table 3. 

 
Table 3- Effect of aqueous extracts on egg hatching and relative suppression rate (%) to control of Meloidogyne chitwoodi in 

vitro condition* 

Plant species 24 h 

(Mean± SE) 

Relative 

suppression rate 

(%) 

72 h 

(Mean± SE) 

Relative 

suppression rate 

(%) 

7 days 

(Mean± SE) 

Relative 

suppression rate 

(%) 

Control 64±2.2a  0.0 70±1.1a 0.0 133±2.2a 0.0 

Anethum graveolens 45±3.1bcd  29.6 55±3.5bc 21.7 62±2.7fg 53.6 

Asphodelus aestivus 42±2.7d  34.3 44±2.2d 37.6 48±2.8i 64.2 

Eruca sativa 52±2.5bc  19.0 55±2.4c 36.2 89±2.8d 33.1 

Eucalyptus 

camaldulensis 

46±1.6bcd  28.3 67±1.3a 4.6 78±1.8e 41.4 

Ficus carica 47±2.4bcd  26.5 48±1.5cd 31.6 103±4.8c 22.8 

Juglans regia 62±2.2a  2.6 64±3.1ab 9.6 107±2.5bc 20.1 

Laurus nobilis 52±2.0b  18.2 55±2.6bc 21.7 70±2.9ef 47.2 

Melia azedarach 60±3.3a  7.0 66±4.5a 6.8 113±2.8b 15.2 

Mentha piperita 62±2.3a  3.4 64±2.6ab 9.6 79±2.8e 41.0 

Nerium oleander 43±2.0d  33.0 50±3.8cd 28.4 52±3.4h 61.0 

Vitex agnus-castus 44±2.3cd  31.1 51±2.5cd 27.3 54±2.0gh 59.4 

Zingiber officinale 51±3.0bc  19.8 55±2.2c 22.0 62±2.5fg 53.2 

 

*: Means followed by the same letters within columns are not significantly different according to Duncan test at P<0.05 
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The interaction of time-plants, time-concentration and time-plant-concentration were statistically significant at P<0.001 and, 

consequently, it was found that significant relationship exist between time, plant extracts, and concentration and that they 

influenced each other (Supplementary File 1). 

 

3.3. Pot experiment 

 

Pot experiment indicated that certain aqueous extracts effectively controlled M. chitwoodi by reducing juvenile infection. (Table 

4). The root gall index was the lowest in the soil with extracts from F. carica, N. oleander, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, Zingiber 

officinale and L. nobilis compared to the other plant extracts and the positive control. Most of the aqueous extracts in the soil 

increased the plant height and decreased the fresh and dry root weights compared to the negative control. The highest plant 

height, fresh and dry root weights were observed with N. oleander, E. camaldulensis, Juglans regia Anethum graveolens, while 

the lowest plant height, fresh and dry root weights were determined in Asphodelus aestivus, Ficus carica respectively. 

 
Table 4- Effect of aqueous extracts on number of gall index, dry and fresh root weight, plant height in tomato plants for 8 

weeks after inoculation with nematodes* 

 

Plant species 

 

Root gall index 

(0-5) 

Root fresh weight (g) 

(Mean±SE) 

Root dry weight (g) 

(Mean±SE) 

Plant height (cm) 

(Mean±SE) 

Anethum graveolens 3.5±0.3abc 51.8±2.9ab 19.8±2.9ab 65.5±2.5cde 

Asphodelus aestivus  3.0±0.0bc 50.1±10.5abc 17.1±6.3ab 59.5±1.3e 

Eruca sativa  3.3±1.1bc 44.6±14.2abc 13.1±6.2ab 72.0±1.4bcd 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis  2.8±0.5bc 56.1±16.5abc 16.8±6.1ab 83.3±3.9a 

Ficus carica  2.5±0.3bc 23.9±2.4c 7.2±1.1 b 78.5±1.9 ab 

Juglans regia  4.0±0.0ab 61.9±12.1ab 17.2±2.8ab 65.5±1.2cde 

Laurus nobilis  2.5±0.3bc 51.7±10.5abc 14.5±3.3ab 67.5±2.1cde 

Melia azedarach  3.0±0.0bc 55.9±5.4ab 17.3±3.2ab 71.3±2.1bcd 

Mentha piperita  4.3±0.5ab 57.4±4.4ab 16.2±4.4ab 63.0±0.7de 

Nerium oleander  2.0±0.0c 41.8±8.9abc 16.0±5.6ab 84.5±8.8a 

Vitex agnus-castus  4.0±0.4ab 34.0±8.1bc 16.9±2.6ab 74.0±2.1bc 

Zingiber officinale  2.5±0.3bc 47.6±4.2abc 12.9±3.9ab 71.3±1.3bcd 

Positive Control  5.0±0.3a 41.7±12.8bc 15.0±6.4ab 68.5±0.8cde 

Negative Control  0.0±0.0d 72.4±6.8a 24.5±3.6a 64.0±1.4de 

 

*: Means followed by the same letters within columns are not significantly different according to Duncan test at P<0.05 

 

4. Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry analysis 

 

The chemical components of the plant extracts showing the highest nematicidal effect against M. chitwoodi were analysed by 

GC-MS. Details of the chemical compositions of plants extracts are shown in Supplementary File 2, Supplementary File 3, 

Supplementary File 4, Supplementary File 5, and Supplementary File 6. Several plants tested in this study have previously been 

tested against other Meloidogyne species. In an earlier study, F. carica extracts were found to have a significant paralysis effect 

on J2 of M. javanica after 72 hours and an inhibition of egg hatching because of various alkaloids and metabolites (Alves et al. 

2020). Nerium oleander which is known as phytotoxic caused plants and juveniles to die and suppressed the egg hatching M. 

javanica (Moosavi 2012). In the present study, N. oleander killed 86.8% of J2s in 24 h and inhibited 52% egg hatching of M. 

chitwoodi. Mentha piperita L. was used to nematicidal effect on nematodes. It has been reported that Meloidogyne arenaria 

(Neal 1889) and M. javanica died in M. piperita at all concentrations of the aqueous extracts tested (Aydınlı et al. 2019). In the 

present study, similar results were observed M. chitwoodi. These results can be attributed to the presence of toxic substances in 

the aqueous extracts. The nematicidal activity of ginger against M. javanica was examined in vitro and a higher concentration 

(100%) suppressed egg hatching and juvenile mortality (Zareen et al. 2003). In vitro results showed that the suppression of egg 

hatching and mortality of the J2 increased with exposure time to aqueous extracts of Z. officinale. Research has shown that 

Eucalyptus spp. extracts can give high mortality of M. javanica, J2s whereas other studies reported no such mortality (Ahmed et 

al. 2010). These previous findings suggest that the plants tested in this study may have broad-spectrum nematicidal activity 

against different Meloidogyne species, which is promising for their potential use in integrated pest management programs. 

Further research is needed to identify the specific nematicidal compounds present in these plants and to determine their efficacy 
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against other plant-parasitic nematodes. The present study demonstrated a high mortality rate for M. chitwoodi with E. 

camaldulensis. Different plant parts could provide different nematicidal activity (Aviles-Gomez et al. 2022). Nematicidal activity 

against M. incognita has been reported for the essential oil from fruits of V. agnus-castus (Ntalli et al. 2010). Anethum graveolens 

fruits significantly reduced M. incognita infection (Kim et al. 2003). In the present study, leaf extracts were used against M. 

chitwoodi in vitro and in tomato plants. In this dose-response experiment, the mortality of J2s and inhibition egg hatching increase 

with increasing exposure time to plant extracts. Ntalli et al. (2011) investigated antagonistic and synergistic actions of J. regia 

components. Juglans regia was highly nematicidal with up to 100% in vitro mortality of M. incognita race 2 (Laxmikant 2019). 

Similar results were observed in vitro as well as it the pot experiment. Eruca sativa provides powerful natural nematicidal effects 

against M. incognita (Aissani et al. 2015). In the present study, the gall index for M. chitwoodi was lower than four in pots treated 

with extracts of F. carica, E. camaldulensis, N. oleander, L. nobilis, A. aestivus, A. graveolens, M. azedarach, Z. officinale and 

E. sativa. GC-MS analysis was used to identify the composition of F. carica, N. oleander, E. camaldulensis, L. nobilis and 

Zingiber officinale extracts.  

 

Alves et al. (2020) report that F. carica leaf extracts had components that affected the developmental process of the nematode. 

In the present study, ketones and monoterpenoids were found in F. carica. Although it has been reported that eucalyptol, which 

is one of the compositions of F. carica, is not always highly effective on nematodes. Similar results were reported by Caboni et 

al. (2013) and Mava et al. (2013). However, active components of other higher plant components and natural products (fatty 

acids) may be more effective against nematodes (Chitwood 2002). The inhibitory effect of these plant extracts on the eggs of 

Meloidogyne and J2s could be related to chemical components, such as coumarins, alkaloids, saponins, ketones, aldehydes, 

flavonoids, benzamides, and amides (Liu et al. 2011; Ntalli et al. 2011). it was showed that is worth is worth noting that the fatty 

acids, dihydroedulan II, and cathinone were found in N. oleander extracts (Cirlini et al. 2016) which is consistent with the 

findings of the present study. In addition, several studies have indicated that fatty acids can have considerable nematicidal activity 

(Davis et al. 1997; Duschatzky et al. 2004). L. nobilis was also found to have a few monoterpene components with nematicidal 

activity, such as linalool. In a recent study, spathulenol, a tricyclic sesquiterpene with 5,10-cycloaromadendrane skeleton, 

eucalyptol (monoterpen) in E. camaldulensis, was found to have useful bioactive against nematodes (Duschatzky et al. 2004, 

Faria et al. 2010). Z. officinale is a medicinal plant and its ingredients have been shown to be effective in previous studies 

(Youssef et al. 2015). Overall, the present study suggests that these plant extracts, or their main or minor compositions, may 

serve as effective nematicides. However, further studies are needed to investigate their potential for use in controlling nematode 

populations in agricultural settings. 

 

4. Conclusions 
 

This study investigated the F. carica, N. oleander, Zingiber officinale and L. nobilis as potential sources of new nematicidal 

products. These plant extracts, or their main or minor compositions may serve as nematicides. Many plants are known as a source 

of naturally occurring nematicidal compounds. Plant species, plant part, harvest time, extraction method, nematode species and 

treatment conditions all affect the measured nematicidal activity of such plant components. 

 

Plant extracts can be used as repellents, stimulants or hatching inhibitors, and as nematicide depending on the properties of 

the target phytoparasitic compounds and nematodes. Future studies need to further assess plant extracts for their usefulness in 

integrated pest management programs, particularly for the control of plant parasitic nematodes. 

 

Finally, F. carica, N. oleander, L. nobilis, A. aestivus, A. graveolens, M. azedarach, E. camaldulensis, Juglans regia, Zingiber 

officinale and E. sativa were the potential plants that showed the most effective results in in vitro and pot experiments.  However, 

further research is needed to determine the efficacy, safety, and environmental impact of using these plant extracts as nematicides. 

Therefore, it is recommended that a combination of different control methods are used, including cultural practices, biological 

control agents, and chemical nematicides, to manage plant parasitic nematodes effectively and sustainably. 
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The datasets generated during and/or analysed during the current study are available from the corresponding author on reasonable 

request. 

 

Declarations 

 

Conflict of interest The author has no competing interests to declare that are relevant to the content of this article. 

 

Ethics approval and consent to participate. All ethical aspects are considered. 

 

Financial Disclosure: The author declared that this study received no financial support. 

 

 

 



Kasapoğlu Uludamar - Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Tarım Bilimleri Dergisi), 2024, 30(2): 255 -262 

261 
 

References 
   

Abbas S, Dawar S, Tariq M & Zaki JV (2009). Nematicidal activity of spices against Meloidogyne javanica (Treub) Chitwood. Pakistan 

Journal of Botany 41(5): 2625-2632 

Ahmed Z M, Dawar S, Tariq M & Zaki M J (2010). Effect of local tree seeds in the control of root knot nematode Meloidogyne javanica 

(Treub.) Chitwood and growth promotion of chickpea (Cicer arietinum L.) and mung bean (Vigna radiata L.). Acta Agrobotanica 63(1): 

197-203.https://doi.org/10.5586/aa.2010.022  

Aissani N, Urgeghe P P, Oplos C, Saba M, Tocco G, Petretto G L, Eloh K, Menkissoglu-Spiroudi U, Ntalli N & Caboni P (2015). Nematicidal 

activity of the volatilome of Eruca sativa on Meloidogyne incognita. Journal of Agricultural Food Chemistry 63(27): 6120-6125 

Alves J R, de Assis J N, Pádua C C A, Balbino H M, Lima L L, de Souza Gouveia A, Vital C E, Buonicontro D S, de Freitas LG, Leite J P V 

& de Oliveira Ramos H J (2020). Phytochemical potential of Ficus species for the control of the phytonematode Meloidogyne javanica. 

Journal of Plant Protection Research 60(2): 193-206 https://doi.org/10.24425/jppr.2020.133314 

Aviles-Gomez J, Cristóbal-Alejo J, Andrés M F, González-Coloma A, Carnevali G, Pérez-Brito D, Moo-Koh F A & Gamboa-Angulo M 

(2022). Nematicidal screening of aqueous extracts from plants of the Yucatan Peninsula and ecotoxicity. Plants 11(16): 2138 

https://doi.org/10.3390/plants11162138 

Aydınlı G & Mennan S (2014). Effect of some plant extracts on Meloidogyne arenaria Neal, 1889 (Tylenchida: Meloidogynidae) and tomato. 

Turkish Journal of Entomology 38(3): 323-332 https://doi.org/10.16970/ted.55346  

Aydınlı G, Şen F & Mennan S (2019). Potential of some plant extracts for the control of root-knot nematode Meloidogyne arenaria (Neal, 

1889) Chitwood, 1949 (Tylenchida: Meloidogynidae). Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam University Journal of Agriculture and Nature 22(3): 

414-420 https://doi.org/10.18016/ksutarimdoga.vi.476969  (In Turkish) 

Caboni P, Saba M, Tocco G, Casu L, Murgia A, Maxia A, Menkissoglu-Spiroudi U & Ntalli N (2013). Nematicidal activity of mint aqueous 

extracts against the Root-Knot nematode Meloidogyne incognita. Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry 61(41): 9784-9788 

https://doi.org/10.1021/jf403684h  

Chitwood D (2002). Phytochemical based strategies for nematode control. Annual Review Phytopathology 40(1): 221-249 

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.phyto.40.032602.130045 

Cirlini M, Mena P, Tassotti M, Herrlinger K A, Nieman K M, Dall’Asta C & Dell Rio D (2016). Phenolic and volatile composition of a dry 

spearmint (Mentha spicata L.) extract. Molecules 21(1007): 1-15 https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules21081007 

D’Addabbo T, Argentieri M P, Żuchowski J, Biazzi E, Tava A, Oleszek W & Avato P (2020). Activity of saponins from Medicago species 

against phytoparasitic nematodes. Plants 9(4): 1-19 https://doi.org/10.3390/plants9040443 

Das S, Wadud A & Khokon A R (2021). Evaluation of the effect of different concentrations of organic amendments and botanical extracts on 

the mortality and hatching of Meloidogyne javanica. Saudi Journal of Biological Sciences 28: 3759-3767 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2021.03.041 

Davis E L, Meyers D M, Dullum C J & Feitelson J S (1997). Nematicidal activity of fatty acid esters on soybean cyst and root-knot nematodes. 

Journal of Nematology 29(4S): 677-684 

Devran Z, Mutlu N, Özarslandan A & Elekcioğlu İ H (2009). Identification and genetic diversity of Meloidogyne chitwoodi in potato production 

areas of Turkey. Nematropica 39(1): 75-83 

Duschatzky C B, Martinez A N, Almeida N V & Bonivardo S L (2004). Nematicidal activity of the essential oils of several argentina plants 

against the root-knot nematode. Journal of Essential Oil Research 16(6): 626-628 https://doi.org/10.1080/10412905.2004.9698812  

Elbadri G A, Lee D W, Park J C, Yu H B & Choo H Y (2008). Evaluation of various plant extracts for their nematicidal efficacies against 

juveniles of Meloidogyne incognita. Journal of Asia Pacific Entomology 11(2): 99-102 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aspen.2008.04.004 

Elbadri G A, Lee A D W, Park J C & Choo H Y (2009). Nematicidal efficacy of herbal powders on Meloidogyne incognita (Tylenchida: 

Meloidogynidae) on potted watermelon. Journal of Asia Pacific Entomology 12(1): 37-39 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aspen.2008.10.003 

Evlice E & Bayram Ş (2019). Meloidogyne chitwoodi races in fields of central Anatolia, Turkey. Nematropica 49(2): 157-165 

Faria J M S, Lima A S, Mendes M D, Leiria R, Geraldes D A, Figueiredo A C, Trindade H, Pedro L G, Barroso J G & Sanches J (2010). 

Eucalyptus from mata experimental do escaroupim (Portugal): evaluation of the essential oil composition from sixteen species. Acta 

Horticulture 925: 61-66 https://doi.org/10.17660/actahortic.2011.925.7 

Golec A F C (2019). In vitro study on the nematicidal effect of different plant extracts on Pratylenchus penetrans and Meloidogyne chitwoodi. 

Revista Facultad Nacional de Agronomía Medellin 72(3): 8945-8952 https://doi.org/10.15446/rfnam.v72n3.76070 

Hartman K M & Sasser J N (1985). Identification of Meloidogyne species on the basis of differential host test and perineal-pattern morphology. 

In: K R Barker & C C Carter, J N Sasser (Eds.), An advanced treatise on Meloidogyne Volume II Methodology. North Carolina State 

University Graphics, North Carolina, pp. 69-77 

Hussey R S & Barker K R (1973). A comparison of methods of collecting inocula of Meloidogyne spp. Plant Disease Reporter 57(12): 1025-

1028 

Kim Y H, Khan H U, Kim J H, Jeon Y H, Lee E J & Chang S P (2003). Efficacy of soil amendment with medicinal plant materials for the 

control of root-knot nematode (Meloidogyne incognita) in tomato. The Plant Pathology Journal 19: 138-142 

https://doi.org/10.5423/ppj.2003.19.3.138 

Laxmikant D (2019). In vitro nematicidal activity of Juglone against Meloidogyne incognita race 2 infesting pomegranates. Journal of Life 

Science and Biomedicine 9(6): 164-169 https://doi.org/10.36380/scil.2019.jlsb26 

Liu F, Yang Z, Zheng X, Luo S, Zhang K & Guohong L (2011). Nematicidal coumarin from Ficus carica L.. Journal of Asia Pacific 

Entomology 14(1): 79-81 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aspen.2010.10.006 

Marin-Bruzos M, Grayston S J, Forge T & Nelson L M (2021). Isolation and characterization of streptomycetes and pseudomonad strains with 

antagonistic activity against the plant parasitic nematode Pratylenchus penetrans and fungi associated with replant disease. Biological 

Control 158: 104599 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocontrol.2021.104599 

Mava S, Husain K & Jantan I (2013). Ficus carica L. (Moraceae): phytochemistry, traditional uses and biological activities. Evidence-based 

Complementary and Alternative Medicine 2013(3): 974256 https://doi.org/10.1155/2013/974256 

Moosavi M R (2012). Nematicidal effect of some herbal powders and their aqueous extracts against Meloidogyne javanica. Nematropica 42(1): 

48-56 

Nicol J M, Turner S J, Coyne D L, den Nijs L, Hockland S & Tahna-Maafi Z (2011). Current nematode threats to world agriculture. In: J Jones, 

G Gheysen & C Fenoll (Eds.), Genomics and molecular genetics of plant-nematode interactions, Springer, Dordrecht, Germany, pp. 21-43 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Kasapoğlu Uludamar - Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Tarim Bilimleri Dergisi), 2024, 30(2): 255-262 

262 

 

Nolling J W & Becker J O (1994). The challenge of research and extension to define and implement alternatives to methyl bromide. Journal 

of Nematology 26: 573-586 

Ntalli N G, Ferrari F, Giannakou I & Menkissoglu-Spiroudi U (2010). Phytochemistry and nematicidal activity of the essential oils from 8 

greek lamiaceae aromatic plants. Journal of Agriculture Food Chemistry 58(13): 7856-7863 https://doi.org/10.1021/jf100797m 

Ntalli N G, Ferrari F, Giannakou I & Menkissoglu-Spiroudi U (2011). Synergistic and antagonistic interactions of terpenes against Meloidogyne 

incognita and the nematicidal activity of EOs from seven plants indigenous to Greece. Pest Management Science 67(3): 341-351 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ps.2070 

Oka Y, Ben-Daniel B & Cohen Y (2012). Nematicidal activity of the leaf powder and extracts of Myrtus communis to the root-knot nematode 

Meloidogyne javanica. Plant Pathology 61(6): 1012-1020 https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-3059.2011.02587.x 

Perry R N, Moens M & Starr J L (2009). Root-Knot Nematodes. CABI, Wallingford, UK 

Sharma A, Shuckla A, Attri K, Kuma M, Kumar P, Suttee A, Singh G, Barnwal R P & Singla N (2020). Global trends in pesticides: A looming 

threat and viable alternatives. Ecotoxicology and Environmental Safety 201: 110812 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoenv.2020.110812 

Sithole N T, Kulkarni M G, Finnie J F & van Staden J (2021). Potential nematicidal properties of plant extracts against Meloidogyne incognita. 

South African Journal of Botany 139(2021): 409-417 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2021.02.014 

Yang G, Zhou B, Zhang X, Zhang Z, Wu Y, Zhang Y, Lü S, Zou Q, Gao Y & Teng L (2016). Effects of tomato root exudates on Meloidogyne 

incognita. PlosOne 11(4): e0154675 https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0154675 

Youssef M M A, El-Nagdi1 W M A & Dawood M G (2015). Population density of root knot nematode, Meloidogyne incognita infecting 

eggplant as affected by medicinal plant aqueous extracts. Applied Science Reports 10(1): 8-11 

https://doi.org/10.15192/pscp.asr.2015.10.1.811 

Zareen A, Zaki M J & Javed N (2003). Nematicidal activity of ginger and its effect on the efficacy of Pasteuria penetrans for the control of 

root knot nematodes on tomato. Asian Journal of Plant Sciences 2(11): 858-860 https://doi.org/10.3923/ajps.2003.858.860 

 

 

 

Copyright ©️ 2024 The Author(s). This is an open-access article published by Faculty of Agriculture, Ankara 

University under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License which permits unrestricted use, distribution, 
and reproduction in any medium or format, provided the original work is properly cited. 

 


